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The Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
 

The Antiphonal Psalm verses are for the Feast of the Holy Cross. 
 

The 2nd Antiphon: Save us, O Son of God, who were crucified in the flesh. We sing to you: Alleluia! 
 

Only begotten Son and Logos of God, being immortal, You condescended for our salvation to take 

flesh from the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary and, without change, became man. Christ, our 

God, You were crucified and conquered death by death. Being one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us. 
 

3rd Antiphon: Apolytikion of the Cross (p 181): Save, O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance. 

Give victory to those who battle evil and protect us all by Your holy Cross. 
 

Hymns after the Gospel Entrance 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 6 (p 119): The angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the soldiers guarding it 

became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your grave seeking, seeking Your most pure body. But You made 

hell a captive; You were untouched by its might. You came to the virgin and granted life. O Lord, who rose 

from the dead, glory to You. 
 

Apolytikion of the Cross (above) 
  

Apolytikion of the Martyrs (chanter): Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You * the crowns of 

incorruption, in that they contested for You our immortal God. * Since they possessed Your power, they 

defeated the tyrants, * dashing the demons' powerless displays of defiance. * O Christ God, at their fervent 

entreaties, save our souls. 
 

Parish Apolytikion:  You were transfigured on the mountain, O Christ our God, showing Your glory to the 

disciples as much as they could bear.  Shine on us also, the sinners, shine Your everlasting light, through 

the intercessions of the Theotokos, Giver of Life; glory to You! 
 

Kontakion of the Holy Cross (chanter):  You who were lifted on the cross voluntarily, O Christ our God, bestow 

Your tender compassions upon Your new community to which You gave Your name. Cause our faithful 

emperors to be glad in Your power, granting them the victories against their adversaries. And for an ally, 

Lord, may they have You, peace as their armor, the trophy invincible. 



The Epistle Reading:  Galatians 2:16-20. Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the law 

but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 

Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our 

endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? 

Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. 

For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Mark 8:34-9:1.  The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever 

loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole 

world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me 

and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when 

he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there 

are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power." 

 

The Cherubic Hymn: Let us who mystically represent the cherubim… and sing the thrice-holy hymn… to the 

life-giving Trinity… now lay aside every worldly care….  That we may receive the King of all….    
 

After “Let us love one another that with oneness of mind we may confess”:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Trinity one 

in essence and undivided. 
 

The Creed:  I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 

ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father, through 

Whom all things were made.  Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man. He was crucified for us under Pontius 

Pilate, and suffered and was buried; and He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures. And He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; He will come again with glory to judge 

the living and the dead. His Kingdom shall have no end.  And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of 

life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

Who spoke through the prophets.  In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  I confess one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come.  Amen. 
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